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DU SIMITIERE, ARTIST, ANTIQUARY, AND NATU- 
RALIST, PROJECTOR OP THE FIRST AMERICAN 
MUSEUM, WITH SOME EXTRACTS PROM HIS NOTE- 
BOOK. 



BY WILLIAM JOHN POTTS. 



" Pierre Eugene Du Simitiere, 1 whose last resting-place in 
St. Peter's church-yard [Philadelphia], is unmarked and for- 
gotten, may fairly claim our attention for a moment. 

" Born in Geneva, in the first quarter of the eighteenth 
century, and endowed with considerable artistic talent, he 
became a painter, and by the practice of his profession 
gained a livelihood in the many foreign countries to which 
his wandering spirit led him. He appears to have arrived 
in the "West Indies about 1750, and for the next ten years 
travelled about from one island to another, making water- 
color drawings, collecting coins, shells, and botanical speci- 
mens, and gathering material for the history of the European 
settlement of the islands. During this period, the greater 
part of which was spent on the islands belonging to Great 
Britain, he thoroughly mastered the English language, 
which, on his arrival in New York in 1764 or 1765, he was 
able to speak and write with great fluency. After leaving 
New York, he spent some time in Burlington, and then, in 
the early part of 1766, came to Philadelphia. 

" In 1768 he was elected a member of the American Philo- 
sophical Society, and in [1776] 1777 [the latter part of 1779, 
from March, and 1781], one of the curators of the society. 
In [1777] he was drafted into the Pennsylvania militia, and a 
heavy fine was imposed upon him for not supplying a sub- 
stitute. His petition to the Supreme Executive Council for 

1 By Mr. Charles R. Hildebum. Bronson and Hildeburn, "The In- 
scriptions in St. Peter's Church-yard, Philadelphia," 1879. 
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the remission of his fine contains this passage in regard to 
himself and the object of his residence in America : 

' Your memorialist begs leave upon this occasion to rep- 
resent to this Honorable Council that he is a foreigner and 
a native of the Republic of Geneva, that he has for many 
years travelled through various parts of this Continent and 
the West Indies, not without great expense and fatigue to 
himself, in pursuit of the natural and civil History of 
America, unsupported by any public or private encourage- 
ment. That your memorialist is in no public way of busi- 
ness whatever, nor settled in any part of the Continent — 
that he lives in lodgings wherever he is, and at considerable 
expense, for the defraying of which he now and then makes 
use of a little talent he has for painting among his acquaint- 
ance, and altho' he has resided for some time past in this 
City, it has been entirely owing to the critical situation of 
public affairs, which did not admit of his removal elsewhere 
without great expense and the hazard of losing what he had 
collected at considerable cost and with much pains — that his 
long continuance here has also been extremely detrimental to 
his general pursuit of natural knowledge, the only object of 
his travel.' ' 

[He appears judiciously silent as to his having become a 
naturalized citizen of New York on May 20, 1769. 2 ] 

" He designed the vignette for the title-page of Aitkin's 
Pennsylvania Magazine in 1775, and the frontispiece for the 
United States Magazine in 1779, and drew for the third 
number of the former a picture of a New Electrical machine. 
In 1776 the committee appointed by Congress to prepare 
designs for a medal to commemorate the Declaration and a 
national seal engaged his assistance. John Adams, one of 
the committee, in a letter to his wife, August 14, 1776, 
writes as follows : 

' There is a gentleman here of French extraction whose 
name is Du Simitiere, a painter by profession, whose de- 

1 Pennsylvania Archives, 2d Series, III., 121. 

2 Journals of the Legislative Council of New York, published at 
Albany, 1861, p. 1708. 
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signs are very ingenious, and his drawings well executed. 
For the medal he proposes, Liberty, with her spear and 
pileus, leaning on General "Washington. The British fleet 
in Boston harbor with all their sterns towards the town ; 
the American troops marching in.- For the seal, he pro- 
poses, the arms of the several nations from whence America 
has been peopled, as English, Irish, Dutch, German, &c. 
each in a shield. On one side of them, Liberty with her 
pileus, on the other, a rifler in his uniform, with his rifle 
gun in one hand, and his tomahawk in the other.' 1 

" The committee's report was not acted upon by Congress, 
nor was that of a committee appointed for the same pur- 
pose in 1779, which, it is said, also employed Du Simitiere. 

" In the same letter Adams says : ' This M. Du Simitiere is 
a very curious man. He has begun a collection of materials 
for a history of this revolution. He begins with the first ad- 
vises of the tea ships. He cuts out of the newspapers every 
scrap of intelligence, and every piece of speculation, and 
pastes it upon clean paper, arranging them under the head 
of that State to which they belong, and intends to bind 
them in volumes. He has a list of every speculation and 
pamphlet concerning independence, and another concerning 
forms of government' 

" During the Revolution he drew portraits of many 
prominent men of the period. A series of thirteen portraits, 
comprising Washington, Steuben, Silas Deane, Joseph Reed, 
Gouverneur Morris, General Gates, John Jay, "William H. 
Drayton, Henry Laurens, Charles Thomson, Samuel Hunt- 
ington, John Dickinson, and Benedict Arnold, all engraved 
by B. Reading, were published May, 1783, in a quarto 
volume, now very rare, by W. Richardson, of London. 

" The College of New Jersey conferred upon him, in 1781, 
an honorary degree of Master of Arts. 

"He died in October, 1784, and was buried on the 10th of 
that month at St. Peter's. In March following his admin- 
istrators announced the sale of ' The American Museum, 
collected by the late Pierre Eugene Du Simitiere, Esq.' 

1 Letters of John Adams, addressed to his wife, Vol. I. p. 151. 
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The Philadelphia Library Company became the purchasers 
of his manuscript and broadsides, and the twelve volumes 
thus obtained are among its greatest treasures." 

The following sprightly introduction to an interesting 
letter was probably written by Colonel Bailey Myers, of 
New York, whose generosity was such — the writer of this 
article knows from personal experience — that he could not 
overlook what appeared to be meanness in others : 

" A Rapacious Collector of the Olden Time. 1 
" If it were doubted that collectors are monomaniacs, 
the reading of the following letter would go far to remove 
the uncertainty. The portraits by Du Simitiere (of whose 
name the Marquis de Chastellux said it was more appro- 
priate for a graveyard than an artist), consisting of those 
of Washington, Gates, Steuben, G. Morris, H. Laurens, 
Deane, Charles Thomson, Drayton, Dickinson, Huntington, 
Jay, and Joseph Eeed, are still in great request, and the 
memory of the artist green among collectors ; but this letter 
has withstood the vicissitudes of time to afford a closer view 
of his character, and to enable us to appreciate the suffer- 
ings of his sitters, and of all who gave ear to his innumer- 
able wants. That Colonel Lamb, ' who was my chiefest de- 
pendence,' ' forgot our old acquaintance,' and did not answer 
his letter, is a monument to the wisdom of that gallant 
officer, and, if we are not mistaken, the active, hard- worked 
patriot to whom this was addressed found himself too much 
occupied in the midst of his duties, civil and military, in the 
heat of a mighty struggle, to devote himself to picking up 
old books and pictures for this garrulous virtuoso. It is 
fortunate that postage stamps ' were not,' or they would have 
been included, — all else he wanted. That any man capable 
of engraving a good picture should be so wanting in good 
taste as to address such a letter to so important a character 
seems inconceivable. "We will wager that his collection 
was one of those of which the owner boasts that it never 

1 American Antiquarian, New York, by Charles de F. Burns, Vol. II., 
September, 1871, pp. 103, 104. 
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cost him a dollar, however many it may have cost his vic- 
tims. But the letter speaks for itself." 

" Monsr. du Simitiere to Governor George Clinton. — 
Myers Collection." 

' Sir : — The very obliging letter with which your Excel- 
lency honored me, in date of the 27th ult. I have to ac- 
knowledge the reception of, and to return you my grateful 
thanks for the favour you bestow on me by the continuation 
of your valuable correspondence. I am really happy to 
think the papers I did myself the honour to send you have 
been acceptable, and I beg to assure your Excellency that I 
shall take an uncommon pleasure to communicate every- 
thing of the kind that shall come within my reach, indeed 
it is well the least I can do in return for what your Excel- 
lency is pleased to inform me of your endeavors to procure 
some of the valuable curiosities of the late Sir William 
Johnson of whom I have formerly heard much, and that 
they will be very acceptable you can have no doubt of, as 
my extensive collection is very defective in that particular 
branch of Indian curiosities which has never been in my 
power to procure, and as no person is so well qualified as 
your Excellency for that purpose I make no doubt but your 
reserches will be attended with success. "When I reflect on 
the great loss which your Excellency must have sustained in 
the conflagration at Kingston I have not in my power to 
lament what I may have lost in what you have been so kind 
as to collect for me, as my grief on that account is but trifling 
when compared to what I sincerely feel for your own loss, 
the fatal consequences of a war carried on by an ungenerous 
and cruel enemy. That your Excellency may never expe- 
rience such disaster any more is my most sincere wish. 

'I shall take the liberty to mention some articles for 
your Excellency's information which are within the compass 
of my cabinet under the denomination of curiosities and 
may perhaps by means of this hint fall under your future 
notice. 

' It is a fact attested by the earliest historians that the 
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first settlers in the several parts of this continent made use 
and wore defensive armor in their wars with the natives 
and others, and yet as far as my inquiries have reached 
nothing of the kind has been discovered lately, but it seems 
to me that these weapons such as helmets and breast plates 
being made of lasting materials must have resisted in a great 
measure the injuries of time and that some such piece of 
antiquity might still be found among some of those families 
who came early and have formed lasting settlements which 
their posterity enjoys to this day, it is only by personal ac- 
quaintance with the local of the ancient settlements dis- 
persed in various parts of the country that one could be 
able to meet with those remnants precious to antiquarians, 
and perhaps in the beginning of this war when every kind 
of old weapons were mustered up some such piece might 
have come to light. 

' Altho there were in the last century many capital en- 
gravers of prints all over Europe but especially in Flanders 
and Holland, yet the fashion of decorating appartments 
with prints, framed and glazed did not then exist, nor indeed 
has it become universal till very lately, the taste was then, 
particularly in the Netherlands to cover the walls with 
pictures chiefly painted in oyl, on boards in black ebony 
frames highly polished, of these kinds the Dutch settlers 
brought a great many with their other furniture, and the 
saving economical turn, the peculiar genius of that nation, 
has rescued that kind of ornamental furniture from the 
decay which will in a long course of years attend moveables. 
I have some of those pictures myself which your Excellency 
may perhaps recollect. I pickt them up in New York, in 
garrets, where they had been confined as unfashionable 
when that city became modernized, and no store was any 
more set by them. I shall leave entirely to your Excel- 
lency's judgment when you should be able to procure any 
such, only adding that the good paintings were always in 
Ebony or Pear Tree frames highly polished, and sometimes 
the inner border near the picture covered with waved lines. 

'I have very considerably increased my collection of 
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American Books and Papers, since your Excellency was 
here last, for notwithstanding that I have not traveled out 
of this city for this four years and a half, yet I have pro- 
cured several valuable materials from abroad by means of 
some acquaintances in different parts of the country, but 
from your state I have received nothing at all, tho I had at 
once great expectations, in particular from Col. John Lamb 
who was my chiefest dependence, but it seems he has forgot 
our old acquaintance as I have never received any answer 
to the letter I wrote him last November, which induce me 
to mention how acceptable it would be to me such books 
and papers both old and new, in Dutch or English, relating 
to the history, geography, Politics, Indian affairs, &c, of 
your State. I beg leave to add as a memorandum the titles 
of the books I have met with wrote by Dutch authors as 
very probably some of them might fall in your Excellency's 
possession ; and I have none of them in my library. 

' Beschrivinge van Virginia, Nieuw Nederlandt, Nieuw 
Engelandt, en d'Eylanden Bermudes, Barbados en S. Chris- 
toffel &c. 

Amsterdam by Joost Hartgers, 1651. 4to. 

' Beschrevinge van Nieuw Nederlandt. Ghelijck het 
tegenwoordigh in Stat is, &c — beschreeven door Adrian 
Vander Donck. 

Amsterdam by Evert Nieuwenoff, 1656. 4to. 

' Korte Historiael ende Journaels aenteyckeninge van 
verscheyden Voyagiens in de vier deeteen des weereldts 
ronde &c. door David Pieterz De Vriez. 

Alckmaer 1655. 4to. 

' N.B. the voyages of this writer in the New Netherlands 
are extremely curious, and give more insight into the his- 
tory of that country than any other writer I have met with. 

' Korte Verhael van Nieuw Nederlandts. Ghedruckt in 
t'Jaar 1662. this I have never seen. 

' There are many other books and pamphlets published 
relating to the history of New York. I have a catalogue of 
all these that have come to my knowledge and if your Ex- 
cellency should think it of use I would do myself the honor 



348 Du Simitiere, Artist, Antiquary, and Naturalist. 

to send you a copy. Of the modern political publications 
of your State I have little or nothing since the year 1772. 
I believe it might be in your Excellency's power to procure 
me the laws and votes of your Assembly since the revolu- 
tion : they would be a valuable acquisition (when convenient 
should be glad also of your newspapers which I seldom sees) 
I am favoured here with the publications of Congress, by 
the Secretary, with the votes and laws of our Assembly by 
their clerk, the Secretary of the Council gives me what is 
published by that Board and I have also from some of our 
printers, copies of what they print also. Unwilling to 
engross the time of your Excellency to my tediousness I 
shall only add that another branch of my collection on 
which I lay great stress is the indian antiquities, it is a new 
subject and not touched upon by authors. I have many 
but I find every new specimen I get is different from the 
former ones, so that where there is such variety one cannot 
increase the number too much, those curiosities consists of 
stone hatchets, pestles, tomahaws, hammers, arrow heads 
and points of darts, cups, bowls of pipes, idols figures cut 
on clam shells and many other things found in the old 
burying places, for which there is no name. I should not 
forget their earthenware of which I have as yet but small 
fragments brought me from the western part of this state 
and from Virginia. 

' The highlands and mountains of your State must be 
productive of curious fossils such as ores, minerals, agaths, 
chrystals, marbles, petrifactions, &c. I will only beg to add 
that the fossils enter into my collection and form a consid- 
erable part thereof. 

' Coins and medals ancient and modern I have a collec- 
tion of, but now a days these are become scarce, notwith- 
standing I meet with some now and then. 

' I have gone through the principal articles I am in quest 
of and I now beg your Excellency's forgiveness for having 
taken so much liberty but I flatter myself to possess some 
share of your regard. I hope you will favorably receive 
my apology. 
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'I beg your Excellency's acceptance of the enclosed 
picture ' as from the knowledge you have had of the origi- 
nal I make no doubt but it will be acceptable. 

' I have the honor to subscribe myself with great respect 
' Your Excellency's Most Obedient and 

' Most Humble Servant 

' Du SlMITIEEK. 

1 Philadelphia, April 26, 1779. 

' His Excellency Governor Clinton." 

The note-book of Du Simitiere gives a synopsis of this 
letter and others which he wrote to Governor George 
Clinton without receiving an answer. Under October 8 we 
find him complaining of not hearing from him, having 
written four letters. I have given these synopses in an- 
other part of this article. The remarks which precede the 
letter above printed seem to be just as regards its garrulity. 
While agreeing with the commentator in this particular, we 
disagree as to the estimate of the character of his collection. 
Du Simitiere was a man far ahead of his time ; it is well 
for posterity that he could take a few rebuffs in a good 
cause. His enthusiasm was ably seconded by scientific 
men, as well as antiquaries, half a century later. Especially 
is this the case with the " indian antiquities," of which he 
justly says, " it is a new subject and not touched upon by 
authors;" but what is the public taste to-day? "We call 
special attention to the character of his " Indian relics" in 
the few extracts we shall give from his note-book to show 
how he anticipated the value of such things by about three- 
quarters of a century. Though his extracts from books are 
sources now known to the scholar, there is very little else that 

1 The note-book shows this was a portrait of Philip Livingston. In 
his letter to General John Lamb, Philadelphia, November 24, 1778, Du 
Simitiere says, " While I lived with the worthy Mr Ph. Livingston he 
always gave me the papers [newspapers, handbills, and all kinds of 
political publications] he received from thence [New York]. He died 
much regretted at Yorktown, last spring, in the faithful discharge of his 
trust to his injured country ; and I have much lamented his loss ; he 
was a good patron of mine" (" Life of John Lamb"). 
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is valueless in the collections. At the time they were made 
they were the result of original research. We have no 
hesitancy in claiming for him the title of the first and ablest 
general collector of judicious materials for North American 
history, collected and arranged in a systematic and methodi- 
cal manner. Unfortunately his epistolary style, of which we 
have seen two other examples, does not indicate the superi- 
ority of his foresight and judgment as a collector. A criti- 
cal examination of his manuscripts would have led his critics 
to another conclusion, and their hasty opinion would have 
given way to admiration and respect. The manuscripts 
show him to have been also a bibliographer of wide reading 
and research. The period of his residence in America, in 
which he resided for a short time in Boston in 1767 ' and 
1768, about eight months, as well as in New York and Phil- 
adelphia in other years, comprises that portion of the last 
century of the deepest interest to the American of to-day. 
From the repeal of the Stamp Act to the Peace, 1765 to 
1783, — he died one year after, — is the portion of the history 
of this country from its approaching birth to its recognition 
as a new infant Hercules among the nations. Du Simitiere 
was fully aware of what was passing before his eyes. There 
were many then who were doubtless unable to appreciate 
his knowledge of the wants and desires of posterity. He 
had to struggle with poverty and lack of interest when he 
gathered the materials which have been most serviceable to 
those of the present day. We sympathize with the scholar 
when, forced by poverty, we find him obliged to offer for sale a 
few of his books, which seemed to have found no buyers. 
The world has been tardy in recognizing the usefulness to 
mankind of botanists, entomologists, and antiquaries. Even 
in our day we have heard these studies sneered at by those 
who could not be ranked among the illiterate. In this 
youthful country perhaps the antiquary has been the last 
to be recognized as serviceable to his fellow-men ; but we 
agree with Smithson, who says, " Every man is a valuable 
member of society who, by his observations, researches, and 

1 Manuscript Collections, Eidgway Library. 
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experiments procures knowledge for men." Du Simitiere's 
almost unique collection of newspapers and rare pamphlets 
are in the Philadelphia Library. The author of the " Life 
of General Lamb" erroneously states his collection belongs 
now to the Historical Society. We believe the statement 
made in that biography that " it is even said his cabinet 
formed the basis of Peale's Museum" to be correct. This, 
in our opinion, probably included the pictures, Indian and 
other relics, and natural history specimens. Peale's Museum 
was on exhibition at least as early as 1785, the year after 
Du Simitiere's death ; probably a year or two earlier. His 
acquaintance numbered many among the best men of the 
day, not only in Congress and the Revolutionary army, but 
also the officers of the French army, and among the British. 
During the occupation of Philadelphia he had some earnest 
friends who caused his release when imprisoned, after a 
confinement of three weeks, which he mentions in his letter 
to General Lamb. "We regret that space does not allow us 
to print this letter, much the best of those we have seen, 
and greatly superior to the rambling letter to Governor 
Clinton, given above. It is noteworthy that he expresses in 
it " his unaccountable aversion to letter writing." His as- 
sociates in the American Philosophical Society during the 
years of his membership were those who figure among the 
scientific names of the day. His duties as a curator of this 
society he appears to have carried beyond the precincts of 
the hall. An interesting anecdote is narrated by Mrs. 
Deborah Logan, who had it from Charles Thomson. 1 Du 
Simitiere, being well acquainted with Major Andre, who 
was quartered in Benjamin Franklin's house, where there 
was much furniture and a fine library, as the British army 
were about to leave waited on him, desirous to solicit his 
protecting care in preventing any irregularities. He was 
very much shocked to find the major in the library, packing 
up some books and placing them among his own baggage, 
particularly a very scarce and valuable work in French of 
many volumes, a present, " if I rightly remember," says the 
1 Penna. Mag., Vol. VIII., p. 430. 
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narrator, " from Louis XIV., King of France, to the Philo- 
sophical Society," in Franklin's care as president of the 
society. As a hint, in order that Andre might make the 
inference, he spoke of the honorable conduct of General 
Knyphausen, quartered in General Cadwalader's house, who, 
having himself caused an inventory to be made, had ren- 
dered an exact account of everything, leaving it as he found 
it, even to a bottle of wine ; also paid Cadwalader's agent 
rent during his occupation. Among other things carried oft* 
by Andre, which is not stated in this anecdote, was a valua- 
ble portrait of Franklin. 

The following extracts from the advertisement of his 
American Museum, coupled with the very wide-spread in- 
terest manifested in his collection, as shown by the numerous 
gifts of valuable books, engravings, water-color sketches, 
coins, fossils, Indian relics, and general antiquities, show 
that the museum antedating Peale's was a useful aid in 
forming public taste for the advent of the Historical Society, 
the Academies of Fine Arts and Natural Sciences. The 
American Museum, in Arch Street, above Fourth, was open 
to the public, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. The hours 
of admittance for each company, " Ten, Eleven and Twelve 
o'clock in the forenoon, and at Three and Four o'clock in 
the afternoon allowing an hour for each company," which 
he hopes will not exceed six in one set. Hours arranged 
beforehand. " Want of room prevents giving a syllabus of 
his collection for the present." He desires contributions of 
curiosities, " more particularly as he intends his cabinet to 
be hereafter the foundation of the first American Museum." 
Tickets to be had every morning, Sundays excepted, at his 
house in Arch Street, above Fourth, at half a dollar each. 1 

If he did not keep a circulating library, his note-book 
shows he endeavored to create a taste for literature by lend- 
ing his books, the borrowers being many members of Con- 
gress, the officers of the army, and other distinguished 
visitors. Rarely does he appear as a borrower himself, but 
as an inveterate lender. Occasionally we find Dr. Benjamin 
1 See Penna. Journal and Weekly Advertiser, June 12, 1782. 
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Duffield lent him a few chairs, probably for a larger party 
than six, and they were promptly returned. The circula- 
tion of Du Simitiere's books was almost a daily event. 
Though many of them were most valuable, they were not 
always returned. "We do not often find anything common- 
place lent to his numerous friends. " Feb. 9 1782," this 
amusing abuse of confidence is recorded, " lent to Mrs. 
Rakestraw an old brown coat — returned the lining !" One 
of the incidental references to the collection in works of the 
day is that of the Marquis de Chastellux mentioned above 
in the letter from the American Antiquarian. He was here 
in 1780-81 and '82. It will be seen that he did not say Du 
Simitiere's name " was more appropriate for a graveyard 
than for an artist." The pun has been somewhat assisted 
by the American writer. 

" The morning was not far spent, and I had enough to 
employ it ; I was expected in three places ; by a lover of 
natural history, by an anatomist, and at the college, or 
rather university of Philadelphia. I began by the cabinet 
of natural history. This small and scanty collection is 
greatly celebrated in America, where it is unrivalled; it 
was formed by a painter of Geneva, called ,Cimetiere, a 
name better suited to a physician, than a painter. This 
worthy man came to Philadelphia twenty years ago to 
take portraits, and has continued there ever since; he 
lives there still as a bachelor, and a foreigner, a very un- 
common instance in America, where men do not long remain 
without acquiring the titles of husband and citizen. "What 
I saw most curious in this cabinet, was a large quantity of 
the vice, or screw, a sort of shell pretty common, within which 
a very hard stone, like jade, is exactly moulded. It appears 
clear to me, that these petrefactions are formed by the suc- 
cessive accumulation of lapidific molecules conveyed by the 
waters, and assimilated by the assistance of fixed air." 

Grieve, the accomplished translator of de Chastellux's 

Travels, who had himself travelled in America during the 

same period, says, " It is certain that any person educated in 

Europe, and accustomed to the luxury of music and the 

Vol. xiii.— 23 
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fine arts, and to their enjoyment in the two capitals of 
France and England, must find a great void in these par- 
ticulars in America." ..." After a long absence," . . . 
" he heard scarcely any other music than church hymns, the 
cannon and the drum; or viewed any paintings but the 
little sketches of Cimetiere, or the portraits of Peele, at 
Philadelphia." 

It would seem, therefore, that Du Simitiere had exhibited 
these portraits of Revolutionary generals and statesmen 
before he sent them to be engraved in England and France. 
General Charles Lee, in a jealous rage at General "Washington, 
published a set of " Queries " in the Maryland Journal and 
Baltimore Advertiser, July 6, 1779, reflecting on his character. 
In tbose and two other copies, the following lines are almost 
alike, except in a few unimportant words. He says •} " 4th 
Whether, when Mons r . Gerard and Don Juan de Morrelles 
sent those magnificent pictures of his Excellency General 
"Washington at full length by M r . Peal, there would have 
been any impropriety in sending over at the same time to 
their respective Courts, at least two little heads of Gates and 
Arnold by M r . de Ciemetiere ?" 

The first portrait of which there is any account is the fol- 
lowing engraving of William Penn : " Drawn by Du Simi- 
tiere from a Bust in Alto Relievo done by Sylvanus Bevan, 
said to be a good likeness, Philadelphia October 1770. 
Engraved by John Hall, London, 1773." 

Just at this time the subject of this sketch is best known 
by his portrait of Washington. Mr. William S. Baker, the 
higbest authority on Washington portraits, states it to be 
the first profile portrait known, and with his usual accuracy 
gives the probable date of the original sketch, which he 
supposes to have been in lead-pencil or water-colors taken 
from life, in the winter of 1778-1779. The interesting entry 
in the extracts which we give from Du Simitiere's note-book 
fully confirm Mr. Baker's conjecture showing the date to 
have been February 1, 1779. The next day the artist writes 

1 Collections of the New York Hist. Society for 1873, New York, 1874, 
p. 336, " printed from a copy in Gen. Lee's own handwriting." 
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to Governor Clinton, of New York, at Poughkeepsie, and 
informs him of his good fortune, as he says in his brief 
record of this letter, " acquaint him of my having drawn 
General "Washington in black lead for my collection." On 
March 6, he writes to Colonel Isaac Zane, of Marlboro' Iron- 
Works, Winchester, Virginia, and gives him an account 
"of the pictures Generals & other great men in America 
I have drawn for my collection." As these two letters 
probably contain some details of the illustrious sitter, we 
hope they have been preserved. 

Of the engraving first executed by Brandi, in Madrid, in 
1781, of which only two impressions are known, a second 
impression having come to the notice of Mr. Baker since 
his work was issued, then in London in 1783, and in Paris 
by Prevost, at the same date, Washington is represented " in 
a military coat with his hair carefully dressed and tied by a 
ribbon into a queue . . . while it may not strictly be termed 
an ordinary head, yet it reveals no particular force or ability, 
and represents rather a well-bred, courteous gentleman, neat 
in person, mindful of all the amenities of life, an officer 
probably but not a commander." For a further description 
we refer the reader to Mr. Baker's works, " Engraved Por- 
traits of Washington . . . Phila., 1880." 

What is known as Du Simitiere's profile head of Wash- 
ington appears to special advantage on the "Washington 
cent of 1791." In Baker's " Medallic Portraits of Wash- 
ington " several other coins and medals are given on which 
this portrait has been perpetuated. 

Without further comment we shall introduce these extracts 
from the note-book of Du Simitiere, which have never be- 
fore been published, cordially acknowledging our indebted- 
ness to Mr. Spofford, the learned librarian of Congress, 
having it in charge as part of the collection of Peter Force. 
We have omitted nothing whatever in regard to " Paintings 
& Drawings done," among which are one hundred and eight 
portraits, several State seals and important sketches, collating 
them more than once, but want of space has occasioned 
brevity in other things. To Mr. Cecil Clay, of Washington, 
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who at our request has kindly copied a portion of these 
notes, under this head, we also make our acknowledgment. 

1774 Drawings and Paintings done by me 

9ber a drawing in Indian ink for the frontis piece of M r Aitken's new 
magazine 

a miniature of a Daughter of M r Burke of St. Croix 

xber a Drawing in Indian ink of Ebenezer Bobinson's new invented 
fire place and Stove for Mr. Aitken's new magazine 

a crayon picture of Cap' James Miller lately dead, done from 

memory. 

a miniature of the late M r Jenifer of maryland from a crayon 

picture done by Mr. Hopkinson. 

1775 January a drawing in Indian ink for the Seal of the corporation 

of the Wilmington grammar School. 
a miniature of a Son of M r Burke of S' Croix 
a drawing in Indian ink of a new Electrical machine for Mr Aitken's 

magazine 
February, a crayon picture of an old man's head copied from an oyl 

painting belonging to Dr Morgan. 
a drawing in Indian ink of a machine for threshing of corn, 
a sketch in Indian ink of a horse in perspective 
March a crayon picture of the great horned owl of Pennsylvania, from 

the living animal. 
April a Drawing in Indian ink of the arms of Maryland for a news- 
paper for Mr. J. Dunlap. 
May a crayon picture of Miss Polly Biche begun the latter end of 

January last. 

a miniature of Miss grace Biche begun last month 

a drawing in India ink of a machine for cleansing docks & harbour 

done for arthur donaldson the Inventor for the Pennsylvania 

magazine 
July a miniature of Mr Alston of S° Carolina 
August a copy of our Saviour holding a [mound ?] in crayons from a 

Small bust done in oyl, begun some time ago. 
October a miniature of Mr. Wilshire of Barbadoes begun in June last. 

a miniature of D r W m Drewer Smith's Lady 

November a miniature of Mr Cunningham of Virginia 

1776 January a Picture in crayons of Miss C. Amiel, begun last month 
February an allegorical drawing in Indian ink for the title page of Mr 

Aitken's last year's magazine 

a miniature picture of Mrs. Hawkins. 

April a map of the maratime parts of Virginia for the Pennsylv. 

maga. 
a picture in crayons of John Jay Esq' of New York 
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May a Picture in crayons of Capt Charles Biddle of this City. 

June a caricat. fig. with the Pen in Indian ink of G. V. carver & gilder 
B. given one of the same to M r Brown. 

August, a drawing in Indian ink for the great Seal of the State of 
Virginia in two sides of 4J inches diameter. See Ev. Post 
July 18. 

a miniature in black lead of Philip Livingston of New York mem- 
ber of congress in the form of a medal 

7ber a drawing in Indian ink for a medal to be given gen 1 Washington 
on the english evacuation of Boston, begun some time ago. 

October, a drawing in Indian ink for the great seal of the State of New 
Jersey. 

Nov' a drawing in Indian ink of the broad Seal of the State of Georgia 

a picture of Mr James Potts in crayons begun in July last. 

decemb. a Picture of Capt. Nicholas Biddle in crayons. 

Paintings and Drawings done 1777 
[1777] January a drawing in Indian ink of the great Seal of the State 

of Delaware. 

a profile in black lead of Gl Thomas Mifflin form of a medal 

Feby. the picture in crayons of M r Stacy hepburn 
March the picture in crayons of Mr John Schenck 

a profile in black lead of Gl Horatio Gates form of a medal 

a miniature from the crayon picture of Mr Sckenck [sic] 

April a crayon picture of Col. George Noarth, the largest I have done. 

a miniature of Mr Wm Semple 

a miniature of col adam Hubley 

a crayon picture of Major John Keppele 

May a miniature of Cap' Hubley 

a dto of Mr Wm aldricks 

a crayon picture of M r Benj" Davies 

July 1777 the picture in black lead of General Benedict arnold form of 

a medal 

September 
the picture of Madam Derricks in miniature begun last month 

December 
a copy in crayons of a head in Oyl done for princess Sophia mother to 

George I. a fine painting belonging to Dr F. I begun it last 

august 
a miniature of Capt. Bartold of the Hessian grenadiers 

January 1778 
a miniature of W. Br. Hockley of this city, 
a miniature of Capt De Stamford of the hessian grenadiers 
a miniature of Mr Frazer late of the 71" regt. 
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February 
a miniature of Capt Harcup of the Engineers begun last month 
a miniature of M r Montresor of the 48 th begun last month 
a miniature of M r Mason purser of the Boebuck 

March 
a miniature for a ring of M r Mason copied from the other 
a miniature of Capt Peebles of the highlanders begun last month 
a miniature of Capt Faucit of the 44"" begun last month 
a miniature of M r Eoberts of the 63 d light inf. 

April 
a miniature of Cap* Needham's Lady begun last month 
a miniature of Cap' Faucett of the 44" 1 his Lady begun last february 
a miniature of Mrs. Lee Coll Birch's Lady begun last month 

May 
a miniature copy Size of a ring of M r Frazer begun last month 
a miniature of M r Commissary Knecht of Glaris Switzerland 
a miniature of Capt adye Eoy. art Judge advocate of the army 
a miniature of M r andre of the 7 th Capt andrfe's brother 

June 
1778 the picture of Capt Montresor in black lead form of a medal 
a plan of the progress of the british army from their landing in Elk 

river to their taken possession of Philadelphia 26th Sept 1777 

copied from an original done by Capt andre 
a miniature of Capt Montressor Chief Engineer to the british army 
the picture of Gen S. W. Howe in black lead form of a medal copied 

from an original by Capt Andre 

July 
a miniature of Major Tiler of Col. Jackson's battalion of Boston 
a view of Fort Mifflin on Mud Island, copied from an original of Capt 
Montressors' begun last month 

September 
the Picture in crayons of Col Isaac Melcher B. M. G. begun last month 
the Picture in crayons of Miss Suckey Bead 

November 
a Picture full length in water colours & miniature on paper, represent- 
ing Miss Willy Smith daughter of Bev. D r Smith of this city, 
drawn in the Dress she appeared in as Lady to one of the Knights 
of the burning mountain at the great entertainment given by the 
principal officers of the british army to Gen. Howe on the 18 th of 
May last which they calld meschianza, her dress is a high turban 
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and veil ornamented with a black feather Jewells, gold lace & 
Spangles a white Silk gown and waist flounced & Spangled and a 
Sash round her waist of white silk also tied with gold strings and 
tassels, She is in a Standing posture in the manner she received 
her Knight after the Tournament at her feet lay the broken lance 
& sword and on her Side his Shield against the Stump of a tree, 
the device of which is a Knight armed cap a pee with his sword 
lifted up riding on a black horse caparasoned red, and the whole 
on a gold ground the motto swift vigilant & bold behind on the 
other side is a distant view of the house near Philad* (late Joseph 
Wharton[s]) where the entertainment was given with one of the 
triumphal arches erected before it and the line formed by the 
troops and all the colours of the army thro' which the proces- 
sion passed towards the house this picture was begun the 4 th of 
June last the young lady Sat two days for it about 5 hours in all 
& after working a little more at the dress, it was discontinued till 
the beginning of this month when it was in hand almost every 
day to the end of it — the figure is ten inches high and the whole 
picture 13J high by 9J broad. N.B. it is the first picture of the 
kind I have ever done. 

December, 
a miniature of Mons r Ducasse a french gentleman living in Connecticut. 

Paintings & Drawings done 
1779 

feb y 1 st a drawing in black lead of a likeness in profil of his Excellency 
general Washington, form of a medal, for my collection. 

NB the general at the request of the Hon. M r Jay President of congress, 
came with him to my house this morning & condescended with 
great good nature to Sit about f of an hour for the above like- 
ness, having but little time to Spare being the last day of his stay 
in town— 

a picture of W m Henry Drayton Esq member of Congress for S° Caro- 
lina, in black lead form of a medal for my collection begun last 
July. 

Paintings & Drawings done 

a picture of Silas Deane Esq 1 late commissioner at the court of france 
in black lead, form of a medal for my collection. 

a picture of John Jay Esq' President of Congress, in the same 

manner 

March a copy of Mr Phillip Livingston's picture in bl. lead 

a picture of his Excellency Monsieur Gerard minister of France 

Same manner. 

April a drawing in Indian ink for the title page of M" Steiner & 
Cist's Dutch Almanac 
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another picture of his Excell. Mon* Gerard in black lead for my 

collection 
another picture of his Excell. Mons. Gerard for himself same as 

above 
a drawing in Indian ink for a Seal for the county of Eockingham 

Virginia 
May 3d a miniature of Col. Alex. McNutt of Nova Scotia, begun last 

week 

a miniature copy of Sir Wm Howe's pict. in bl. lead 

done in purple [sic] 
Camayeaux [cameo] on Ivory 

for Miss W. S. [probably Willy Smith] 
a miniature of M rs Jay, the Lady of the president of Congress, 

larger than usual 
a miniature of Col. Geo. Noarth, begun June 1777 copied from his 

picture in crayons. 
June, a picture in black lead of his Ex oy Joseph Eeed Esq., President of 

Pennsylvania for my collection. 

1779 Letters Wrote 

feby 2 to his Excellency George Clinton, Esq Governor of the State 
of New York at Poughkeepsie Sent three London magazines for 
Jan y Feb* March 1778 Acquaint him of my having drawn gen- 
eral Washington' [s] likeness in black lead for my collection 

1779 

feby 22 a letter to Col. B. Flower E. G. M. S. in this town, requesting 
him to write to his deputies at Fishkill Eidgefield or Danbury to 
inquire of them about the fragments of the King's Statue which 
was removed from New York under the care of a Col. Hugh 
Hughes, who resides now at Fishkill. 

March 2d to his Excell. Governor Clinton at Poughkeepsie Sent 

observations on the american revolution, & considerations on the 
mode & terms of Peace with an extract of a catalogue of books 
mss. 

March 6 to Isaac Zane Esq' Marlboro' Iron works Virginia, answered 
his letter of the 24" 1 ult return'd thanks for the collection of 
fossils &c. he proposes sending to me & of the drawing sent 
of Charles IPs medal to the Queen of Pamunkey, recommend 
him to purchase it at any rate & that I shall be satisfied to take 
an exact drawing of it, that there is no glass to be had here for 
the print of Eegulus after M r West & that even in England they 
import plate glass from Holland to frame that print, that I am so 
circumstanced about my house where I have lived alone all the 
winter that I can not think as yet of going down to see him 
according to his invitation, given an account of the Indian stone 
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instrument found at Egg harbour & of the pictures Generals & 
other great men in america I have drawn for my collection. 
April 26 to Governor Clinton at Poughkeepsie sent May 4, return 
thanks for his letters & the curiosities he endeavourfed] to pro- 
cure for me. Sorry [to hear] of his loss at Kingston, mention 
the articles I want such as old armour, helmets & breast plates, 
brought over by the first Settlers, pictures of the dutch Settlers, 
books in dutch & English. Sent the title of four in dutch, 
request the laws and votes of the Assembly of N. Y. Since the 
revolution & the newspapers, the indian antiquities particularly 
the earthenware, fossils, coins &c. Sent him a picture in black 
lead of M r Phillip Livingston & also the pamphlet Echo from the 
temple of wisdom, & the piece of R. B. about the price of the 
spelling book & the grocers, request for a mohawk prayer book 
printed at N. York of which sent him a leaf. 

Letters written to 
1776 

June 1 to D r William Bryant at Kingsbury near Trenton, Sent him a 
map of the coast of Virginia done for the magazine 

1776 Books & other things lent 

July 26 delivered to Capt. Biddle's sisters' servant his picture in crayon 
oct. 26 to M r Livingston his picture in black lead 
Nov. 29 to young M r Lloyd at D r Moon['s] a drawing in Indian ink 
Dec. 12 delivered to A Robeson M r Potts' picture with the picture & 
glass 

1776 Books & Curiosities [in my possession] 

1777 a plan Mss. of attack of the English & Hessian army on Fort 

Washinton done by a Hessian captain 
[Given by] Mr. Dorre 

1777 Books & other things lent 

Jan* 1"' to master Lloyd at D r Moonf's] a drawing in Indian ink frontis 

piece of the magazine, returned April 3 
feb* 14. delivered to a genteman from New castle the drawing of the 

seal of the delaware state. 
April 3 to Master Tom Lloyd a view of Edinburgh in Indian ink 

1777 Books & other things lent 

Sent to Miss patty Lynn the picture of major Kepple June, 4 

June 16 Sent to M r Ben Davies his picture in crayons by a negro man. 

Aug. 7 Sent to M r Jay at M' s Gibbons his picture in crayon 

7ber 13 to master Tom Lloyd two drawings in black chalk returned one 
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1777 Books & curiosities by whom given 

November a landskip in Indian ink done & given to me by master Tom 

Lloyd 
December a view of Passaick fall in New Jersey done in india ink & 

given by master Rawle of this city. 



1778 



Books, curiosities &c. by whom given 
April 



a cast of plaister representing in basso relievo the model of the eques- 
trian statue of the King that was erected in New York in August 
1770 & destroyed in July 1776, the statue in gilt on a [lost] 



May 



a lance painted crimson & white " 

with its pennant of white & 

red silk with silvered tassels 

& silvered paint 
a Shield of Tin with two cocks 

fighting for device motto No 

Kival 
a large antiqued Sword of Tin in a 

white leather scabbard with 

Silverd hilt 



made use of at the Tournament 
given by the officers of the 
british army to Gen How on 
monday 18 May at Phil* & 
they were given to me by 
Capt Andre aide de camp to 
Gen. Gray & one of the 
white Knights of the tour- 
nament. 



a drawing in colours representing a farm house. 

a d° in black lead a naked figure sitting from a bas relief on the lanthorn 

of Demosthenes at Athens drawn & given by Capt Andre 
June two drawings in black lead one the Conk shells of the coast of this 

continent, the other the chain of bladders, containing the young 

Conks, drawn & given me by Capt Andre" 

September 

the almanacks printed at New York by William Bradford for the years 
1694, 95, 96, 97, 98, & part of 1700 D r W m Bryant. 

Books & things lent 

1778 

Oct 18 delivered Col Melcher's picture to his negro man Mug. 

decemb 14 To M r Charles Thomson general Du Coudray's memoir 

22 delivered Col. Noarth's picture to a mulatto man sent by him. 

1779 January 2. Sent to M r Aitken to be sold for eighty dollars the year 

1775 of the Pennsylvania Gazette Journal Packet & Evening Post 

return'd unsold the 28 July 
1778 June 11 
John Montresor Esq r Ingenier in chief of the British Armies in America 
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made me present this day of the following collection of medals of 
Small bronze the work of Jean Dassier of Geneva 
Hugo Grotius m 1645 Madame des Heulieres m 1694 

le President de Thou m. 1617 Jean Bacine m 1699 

le Cardinal de Bichelieu m. 1642 Pierre Bayle m 1706 
Bene' Descartes m. 1650 N. Boileau Despreaux m 1711 

Le cardinal Mazarin m 1661 Nicholas Malebranche m 1715 

Blaise Pascal m. 1662 De Fenelon arch de Oambray 1715 

Nicholas Poussin m 1665 Phillipe Due d'orleans m 1723 

J. Bap. De Moliere m 1673 AndrS Dacier m 1722 

Pierre Corneille m. 1684 

1779 May 23 a letter to Jacob Bush Esq' informing him that my Land- 
lord Mr Davison wants to raise my rent from 10 to 20 £ a month 
altho' the bargain made so lately as the 15th instant & my diffi- 
culties about it. 
June 17 to governor Clinton at Poughkepsie. acquaint [himj of the time 
my last letter to him was sent give him the news of this place, 
added to my collection of pict. that of the minister of France also 
done a miniature of M ra Jay. Sent him the pamphlet anticipa- 
tion & the address of Congress to the citizens of the united States 
beg when his leisure permits to let me hear from him. given this 
letter to M r Curtenius going to the State of New York. 

to D r William Bryant Trenton request to hear from him & about 

his lady's misfortune of losing her eye sight inclosed a few line[s] 
for M r collin[sJ the printer & desire he will Send me what paper 
he shall give him by first opportunity 
July 6 given Col. Palfrey P.M. G. a catalogue of twenty five Political 
tracts published in Boston Since the year 1770 for him to procure 
for my collection 

Books and other things lent 

1779 feby 4 return'd Mrs. Head's picture to her Sister's 

March 17 Sent to M r Henry Miller a dutch folio bible to be sold for 100 

dollars returned unsold [another entry shows this bible belonged 

to Madame Derricks] 
29 given Mon" Gerard the minister of France two prints of W m 

Penn. 
April 3. to Mr. Ben. Shoemaker the picture of the Lady of the Meschi- 

anza 
April 8. given to Mon" Gerard the french minister, his picture in black 

lead 
26 given to Mon" Gerard his picture in black lead [see under date April 

Paintings & Drawings done] 
May 1. delivered to Mons. Coulleaux's servant his three vols of Monde 

primitif. 
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21 Sent to M r Cist six prints of William Penn to be sold at 

return'd 

Curiosities, Books, Paintings &c 
by whom given 

1779 September 

a small profile bust in basso relievo representing Dr Franklin made of 
the french porcelain of seves [sic] near Paris (M r Joseph Wharton) 

N.B. I have fixed on a ground of black velvet in a round black frame 
with the inner moulding gilt & cover'd with a glass & for its fel- 
low, a frame & glass of the Sort & Size with a likeness in black 
lead of Mons. Gerard form of a medal. 

Books & Pamphlets relating to american affairs 

October 

1779 Considerations on the Subject of finance in which the cause of the 
depreciation of the bills of credit emitted by Congress are briefly 
stated and examined, and a plan proposed for restoring money to 
a certain known value 16 p[p] Dunlap Phild* 8° 

This esssay had no title page nor printer's name, and was given away at 
M r Dunlap's printing office octob 25 — 

[Hildeburn records a copy with the same title and number of pages as 
being printed in Philadelphia : 1781. See No. 4089.] 

[Du Simitiere, after giving a List of Laws, under " December 1779. Laws 
of Pennsylvania enacted in October & november 1779 folio," makes 
these remarks in his neat hand in red ink which shows that his 
collection met with the highest official patronage. It will be 
noticed that the same statement is made in his letter to Governor 
Clinton, printed above, April 26, 1779.] 

" N.B. altho' this is the first time I have entered the Laws & minutes 
under this head, I have been Supplied with [them] constantly 
from the beginning of the war to the present times by M r John 
Morris late clerk of the house, M r Secretary Matlack & the pres- 
ent Clerk M r T. Payne, as also with other papers relating to Gov- 
ernment." 

Letters wrote 

1779 Aug 1 [2]? to his Excellency Governor Clinton at Poughkeepsie 
mention that I have no answer to the last two letters I wrote 
him. I suppose owing to the seat of war and his great occupa- 
tions, will be glad to hear from him, request he will' order his 
messengers to congress to call on me to take what letters and 
papers I may have for him refer for news to our papers request 
him to assist me in my collection of american papers for my me- 
moirs of which I shall say further in my next, added to my col- 
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lection of pictures President Eeed & Col. Laurens, Sent the 
Eulogium of Brackenridge & the essay on free trade & finance. 

Septemb. 14 a letter to President Jay here, inclosing my collection of 
heads for Governor Livingston's inspection, requesting to know 
how long the Governor proposes staying in town wishing I might 
have an opportunity to take his likeness 

16 delivered this day to monsieur Gerard minister of france fourteen 

drawings in black lead being portraits in profile in the form of a 
medallion of eminent Persons engaged in the American war and 
the next day delivered to him a memoir how I should wish the 
Subscription might be set on foot, as also instructions drawn up 
in french for the engravers of which I have copies and a list of 
the pictures, delivered. N.B. his own picture is to be added to it, 
and will make fifteen, he had it already before. 

22 sent to Mods Gerard a new picture of Gen. Mifflin requesting 

him to return the first which is not fit to be engraven 

Oct. 8 To his Excell" 7 Governor Clinton at Poughkeepsie that I have 
now wrote four letters to him without receiving answer hope he 
has received them and found the contents agreeable his messen- 
gers to Congress have not called on me as I desired mention that 
I have given my collection of heads to Mons. Gerard to have them 
engraved in france by subscription Mention the rifle gun I have 
had lately from Virginia, given the news of last night that the 
enemy in Georgia had surrendered to Gen. Lincoln burnt their 
shipping and that count D'estaing had taken Wallace, mention 
the unfortunate accident that happened in this city last monday. 
Sent Gov. Reed's proclamation on the occasion also two pam- 
phlets, the School for Scandal and the Second Essay on finance 
with the principles of the constit. Society. [This letter] did not 
go till the 18* by M r Jay's brother 

18 to Col. Isaac Zane Marlboro Iron Work Virginia return thanks for his 
present of curiosities regret not having finish [edj the picture 
remind him of the things he said he had viz the stone ring of 
white marble broken asunder [an indian relic it appears from an- 
other note prob. a chunkie stone] a small green stone cup, a crow- 
bar incrust with stone, amber grease, petrifac. of shells, stalactites, 
antique Sword Indian medal Thomas Harriot's Treatise, curious 
birds with long feathers growing betwixt the pinion of his wings. 
Mr. Jay and Mons Gerard going on board to-day added to my 
collection M r Huntingdon presid. of Con. & M r Governeur Morris 

Letters memoirs &c wrote 

1779 oct. 27 to Col. Proctor of the cont 1 artillery at Easton requesting 
him to send me a line of recommendation for his lady or daughter 
to procure from them an Indian curiosity called a manitoe which 
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he said he had brought from the western expedition and intended 
for my collection. 

Nov. 30. To Isaac Zane Esq. . . . Williamsburg Viginia given an ac- 
count of my affair before congress that the report was read last 
Saturday & left for consideration 

Dec. 24 to the president of Congress requesting that congress would 
come to some resolution about my affair. I have a copy of it . . 
this letter was read in congress Monday 27 th and after some 
debate the further consideration was put off till fryday 31" 

Curiosities Books Paintings &c by whom given 

November 
1779 a vizor or mask of wood representing a ghastly human face, the 
color of an Indian with a mouth painted red the eyes of yellow 
copper with a round hole in the middle to peep thro' the forehead 
covered with a piece of bear skin by way of a cap, found with 
several more to the number of about 40 in an Indian town called 
Chemung which was burnt by the Cont 1 army under Gen Sullivan 
in his expedition last Summer into the country of the Six nations, 
these visors are commonly called manitoe faces and serve for the 
Indian conjurors or Pawaws, in their dances and other ceremonies 
there is also a long horse tail that belonged to it with a coat of 
bear skins but this was destroyed by the soldiery N.B. all these 
masks were different from each other 

Paintings & Drawings done 

1779 August a likeness of Gen. Whipple member of Congress for N. 
Hampshire done in black lead form of a medal, for Col. Henry 
Laurens. 

a likeness of Col. Henry Laurens late president of Congress done 

in black lead form of a medal for my collection. 

a likeness of John Dickinson, Esq' member of Congress for Dela- 
ware done in black lead form of a medal for my collection. 

September. — a likeness of William Fleming, Esq 1 of Virginia delegate 
in Congress the fifth in descent from Pocahontus daughter of 
Powhatan Emperor of Virginia who was married to Mr. John 
Eolfe an Englishman in 1617 See Stith's Hist, of Virginia 

a likeness of Thomas Mifflin, Esq r late Major gen. in the American 

Army and quarter master gen. done in black lead form of a medal 
for my collection as well as the former. 

October a likeness of Gouverneur Morris, Esq. member of congress for 
N. York done in black lead form of a medal for my collection. 

a picture in crayons of his Excell 7 John Jay Esq nominated 

minister from the United States to the court of Spain. 
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a likeness of Samuel Huntington Esq. of Connecticut President of 

Congress in black lead form of a medal for my collection. 

a miniature of Gouverneur Morris, Esq r . 

November a miniature of Col. James Ross of Lancaster. 

1779 Books and other things lent or given 

August 23 to Ch. Smith my butterfly net 

27 given Mon* Gerard a list of the members of the Philos. Society 

Delivered to M r James Potts's negro his picture 

Sept. 28 deliver'd Col. Noarth's pict. to M™ Gibbs' negro woman. 

80 Lent to M™ Williams the pict. of the Meschianza. 

October 23 Sent to M r Bache the picture of the Princess Sophia belong- 
ing D r Franklin which he lent me in July 1777 

Decemb. 29 Sent the minister of france a paper mss. of a chronology of 
events since the war. 

Paintings & Drawings done 

1781 January 

a miniature of M r Kirkpatrick of Lancaster County 

a picture in crayons 19J inches high & 15J inch broad representing the 
virgin Mary sitting by a table on which sets the child asleep 
against her breast holding in his hands a small cross and an 
apple. The virgin reading in a book and a candle burning on ye 
table. Copied from an oil painting done in Italy belonging to 
W m Bingham, Esq. of this city 

March 
a profile in black lead of Maj gen John Sullivan form of a medal 

April 
a miniature of M r Stacy Hepburn of this city began last February 

May 
a drawing in Indian ink of a silver plate chased & engraved given by 
King Charles II to the Queen of Pamunkey in Virginia 

June 
a profile in black lead of M r Benjamin Shoemaker. 
a miniature of M* James Seagrove of this city began last month 

July 

a profile in black lead of Eobt Morris Esq. form of a medal for my 
collection 

August 
a profile in black lead of the pres. of Congress Thos. McKean form of a 

medal 
a ditto of James Duane member of Congress for y e State of New Jersey 
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September 
a ditto of Major gen Arthur S' Clair form of a medal 
a ditto of Lieut Al. Frazer of South Carolina for himself. 

November 
a ditto of Chancellor Livingston See* for" affairs for my collection 

December 
a miniature of M r Eich 4 Wistar Mercht of this city 
a map of part of the state of New York comprehending the great Har- 

denburg patent done for Bob' E. Livingston Secretary for foreign 

affairs 
a picture in Crayons of Suckey Eead granddaughter of James Eead 

Esq. 
a miniature of the lady of Ealph Izzard, Esq of S° Carolina copied 

from a beautiful miniature done by Jeremiah Miers in London 

began last summer but could not finish it the owner going away. 

Books and other things lent or given 

1780 Octob 14 to Miss Emilia Walker of Virginia the pict. in bl. lead of 
her uncle W m Fleming, Esq*. 

Nov 18 delivered Col. Du Buisson's Servant, Baron de Kalb's armour 

Feb y 1 to Gen. Sullivan, a ms map of y e Indian Country & y e map of 
his march. 

March 30 to D r B. Duffield, the times a mss. 

Sept. 6. delivered to M r Constable, the miniature Set in gold of M r Sea- 
grove 

7 delivered to Eobert Morris, Esq the miniature of Miss Living- 
ston for M r Jay. 

Oct. 2. delivered to Mr Ealph Izzard the beautiful miniature he had 
lent me to copy 

3 lent to Mons L' enfant a plan of Charleston Mss. 

1782 Curiosities Natural and Artificial, Pictures &c by whom given 

January 

a Stone chisel of a blackish Stone the edge well polished the middle 
rough, and terminate to a point about 6 inches long, found on the 
plantation of Mr Joseph Cooper, on the Jersey Side of the Delaware 
opposite Philad* 

a Picture about four inches Square painted on paper in water colours, 
it represents a young militia-man from the back parts of North 
Carolina, just retum'd home from his first Campaign after the 
battle of Camden, he is represented Sitting on a Stool holding a 
bowl of grog, his clothes torn and ragged, facing him sits his old 
mother and behind her chair his Sister leans to hear the lute and 
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nest to her sits another Sister with a sucking child at her breast 
listening also attentively, the expressions of the different passions 
that agitate their minds extremely well expressed in their coun- 
tenance behind [?] the young man, a little boy has laid hold of 
his gun and acoutrements as if going to be a Soldier, two negroes 
in the back ground are laying the cloth whilst another is cooking 
something in the chimney the Scene is in a log house built and 
furnished in the manner that they are in that part of the country, 
the picture is inlaid in Sea-green border above an inch broad 
and set in a broad black and gold frame under glass invented 
and painted by Monsieur L'enfant ingeneer in the Service of the 
United States. 

Curiosities natural & artificial Pictures &c by whom given. 
1782 February 

a very compleat and curious vocabulary of the Shawnoe Language drawn 

at my request by Col. Richard Butler of the 5 th P a Eegt. 

March 
a fine miniature picture on vellum, representing a young gentleman 
with a large flowing wig, a laced cravat, and scarlet cloak turned 
over the Shoulder Supposed by the dress to have been done in 
france in the begining of this century [The donor's name is 
added in red ink] by Mons r De Meaux officer in the artillery of the 
french army of Count De Eochambeau who died in Phil a . from 
the hurt received by the lightning that struckt the minister of 
France's house March 1782. 

May 
The Original engraved copper-plate of the Picture of Benjamin Lay a 
kind of Enthusiast in his way, who lived many years in Phila- 
delphia and its environs, and was very remarkable for many 
peculiarities. I have had it varnished and put in a black and 
gold frame Mr. John Dunlap 

June 
Muscles-Shells in which pearls are often found, from mill stone river in 
East Jersey. Mr. J. Sckenck of Green-brook N. Jersey 

July 
a Scalp taken from an Indian killed in September 1781, in Washington 
County near the Ohio in this State by Adam Poe, who fought with 
two Indians, and at last kill'd them both, it has as an ornament a 
white wampum bead a finger long with a Silver Knob at the end 
the rest of the hair plaited and tyed with deer skin. Sent me by 
the President and the Supreme executive Council of this state 
with a written account of the affair. 

Vol. xiii. — 24 
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1782 Paintings & Drawings Done 

february 
a miniature of Col. Marberry of Georgia 
a miniature of Col. Bich. Butler of y e 5 th Penn* a Keg'. 

March 
a miniature of Dr. Rush's Lady 
a picture of Mons r L' enfant french Ingeneer in water colours on paper. 

April 

May 

June 

a miniature of M r James Bayard of this city 

July 

a likeness in black lead of Maj. gen. Benj" Lincoln Secr y at War form 
of a medal, for my collection 

August 
a picture in crayons of an uncommon Species of Owl, from life, described 
in my memorandums of nat. & art. curiosities. 

September 
a miniature of M r Isaac Connely [query Commely ?] begun last month. 

December 
finished the fine miniature copied from the original done by Jeremiah 
Miers in London for the Lady of Ralph Izzard Esq* of South 
Carolina — that I had in part done last year. 

Books & other things lent or given 
1782 feby 18 Mss Journals of Indian affairs & maps to M™ Dickinson 
March 12 lent to M ra Dickinson mss. Poems of her uncle Jos. Norris 

17 given to M r Secretary Livingston, four pasteboards, with square holes 

in them to write in cyphers 

18 delivered to M r Sam 1 Wallace his draught of the frontiers of Penns". 
Octob. 7 left with M r Tho" Bradford for Sale one print of Gouv' Morris 

at 10 s 
Octob. 7 left with M r Ja s Reynolds for Sale 6 prints of Gouv' Morris at 

10' each 
30 left with M' Reynolds for sale 6 prints of W m Penn at 8, 4y each 
Decb. 13. delivd to D* Hutchinson a letter from General Wayne to 

Presd' Reed dat d Ja*. 4, 1781 
14 left with M r Bradford for Sale two prints of Baron de Steuben at 10' 

each 
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left with M r Eeynolds for Bale four prints of Baron de Steuben at 

10 s each 

1783 Paintings & drawings done 

January 
a likeness profll in black lead of John Holker, Esq. 

April 
a likeness profil in black lead of Mons* De Eoquebrunne 

October 
a likeness profil in black lead of M r Manigault of South Carolina 

December 
a miniature of Major Augustine Prevost of the 60 th reg' British 
a drawing in black & white chalk on brown paper of a scroll and small 

flowers for teaching a pupill of mine 
a Tulip in crayons on brown paper for the same purpose as above 

Books & other things lent or given 

1783 Jany 8 left with M r Eeynolds for Sale the print of Gen. Washing- 
ton at two dollars Ch. Thomson, M r Jo. Eeed, Gov. Dickinson 
at 10* each 
27 Sold a print of W. Penn to Mon™ Petry at the minister of France 
Feb* 14 left with M r Eeynolds for Sale a print of Gen 1 Eead 
18 lent to M r John White a drawing in bl. lead Am. convs ". 

delivered to M r Holker his picture in bl. lead fram'd and glazed. 

27 given to M r Aitken upwards of an hundred Sermons 

March 6. given to M r Hazard 8 prints N° 2, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 & arnold. 

8 given to M r W m Henry of Lancaster a Print of William Penn 

April 20 given to M r Eestif going to France two prints of W m Penn viz. 

one for the Biblioteque du Eoi at Paris & one for himself 
27 given to Mon" De Eoquebrune a print of W m Penn 
29 given to Mon s Eestif to deliver to Mon" Court de Gebelin at Paris 
Parsons Beaty and Jones Journals among the Indians the vocab- 
ulary of the Delaware language. 
May 26 Sent to M r Eeynolds a compleat Sett of 14 of my prints paid 
[From another part of the note-book] " May 83 Print of Parson Duch6 

M r W m Eawle" 
July 10 lent to major L'enfant 3 drawings of Saratogha and a plan of 
Crown point 

Indian antiquities 

New Jersey at Delaware falls near Trenton opposite an Island there 
is a field on the Jersey Shore that has formerly been an Indian 
burying ground where the freshes having washed the bank there 
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have been found a variety of indian utensils &c, the place is just 
above y e mouth of y e creek that Trenton mill is built on 
from M r John Zane 

in the fields of the Seat formerly Rob. Lettis hooper afterward D' 
W m Briant now Col John Cox near the place mentioned above 
on the Jersey side, a little to the west of Trenton ferry have been 
plough'd up at different times in 1777, 78, 79, 80 Indians Stone 
hatchets or chissels of various Sizes and forms, Stone pestles of 
several size, a oval cup of a stone resembling asbestos, and arrow 
heads of various kinds of Stones and forms in abundance, all of 
which I have in my collection 

On M r Joseph Cooper's plantation to the North of Samuel Cooper's 
farm opposite to Philadelphia runs a high bank along the shore of 
the river on the spot of which was formerly a large indian vil- 
lage, as we are informed by tradition and confirmed by an im- 
mense quantity of muscle shells, mixt with the earth for about a 
foot thick toward the surface of the ground, and also several 
fragments of indian earthenware and Stone arrow heads are found. 

[Pennsylvania] at Kensington opposite to the above mentioned Spot it 
is said there stood also formerly an indian village the inhabitants 
of which were frequently at war with those of Cooper's Ferry 

at the falls of Schuylkill miles, from Phil* have been dug 

and been found abroad in the fields near that river several stone 
hatchets of various sizes, with a variety of forms of Stone arrow 
heads, At the plantation late D r John Kearsley's 4 miles from 
Philad* on the right hand of the Frankfort road was plought out 
of a field the largest Stone hatchet I ever saw, very intire and well 
finished it was found in May 1775 and given me by the owner for 
my collection 

Curiosities natural & artificial &c by whom given 
1781 October 

a maneto-face or Mask of an Indian conjurer with a border of bear skin 

round the forehead and a tuft of feathers in the centre Sent me 

by his Excels George Clinton 

1781 May 

a mezzotinto print of General Washington, posture Size by M r Ch. Wil- 
son Peale from a painting of his own the gift of the author. 

June 
an engraved print of General Washington, a bust done in Paris " 

by Aug. de S*. aubin graveur du Roi &c. Col 

an engraved print representing the marble monument invented ■ John 

and executed at Paris in 1777 for General Montgomery Shee 

engraved by the same 
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an indian Spear head of a grey Stone about 5 inches long 2 broad at tbe 
basis & but ill shaped from M r Joseph Cooper oppos. Kensington, 
Jersey 

an indian face carved in a red stone, the same that the Indian chiefs 
pipes are made it is about an inch high and broad in proportion, 
it has behind the ears two Small holes thro' which Leather 
[thongs] were passed, and it was suspended to the neck of an 
Indian chief called the king of Kanadasego that was kill'd in the 
action between Gen. Sullivan's army and the indians & Tories 
near New Town August 29th 1779 the gift of General Sullivan 

1781 April 

a Stone shaped in the form of a large Shoemaker's last the heel part broke 
off, found in a meadow near the falls of Schuylkill supposed to 
be of Indian workmanship Gea Mifflin 

1778 Letters wrote 

Sept 1 [1 ?] To Adam Foulke, Capt of militia in this City, in answer to 
a notice of his for me to appear &c. 

To W m Henry Lieut of this city inclosing the above letter as Capt. 

Foulke is out of town. 

25 a memorandum to Col Isaac Zane of Virginia to send me 

curiosities Such as books, pamphlets, laws, Seal, maps &c of Vir- 
ginia, the title of Tho 8 Harriots' treatise, Indian antiquities, Fos- 
sils of all kind and some ancient weapons out of his collection. 

Nov r 24 to his Excellency George Clinton Esq r Governor of the State of 
New York at Poukepsie 

to Col. John Lamb, under cover of Gov. Clinton apology for my 

not writing heard he was wounded at Danbury, Sent the epitaph 
of marsh. Eantzau, given an account of my imprisonment & 
what follows, asked about the fragment of the statue & the N. 
York Mss. some Stamp Act, also News papers &c 

1778 Curiosities & Books by whom given 

October 
******** 

N.B. these five volumes are given me by Mr. Henry Miller printer of 
this city as a compliment in return for a chronology of the most 
remarkable events of the present war, which I drew up for his 
german almanac. 

a map of Nova Scotia or Acadia with the Islands of Cape Breton and 
St John from actual Surveys by Capt Montresor, Engineer dedi- 
cated to the Marquis of Granby, in four very large folio sheets 
1768 bought at M r Aitken's for forty shillings 

1778 Pamphlets relating to American affairs 
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1779 January, 

A Sermon preached at Christ church Philad* (for the benefit of 
the poor) by appointment of and before the general communi- 
cation of free and accepted Masons of the State of Pennsylvania 
on Monday December 28, 1778 celebrated agreeable to their con- 
stitution as the anniversary of S' John the Evangelist by William 
Smith D.D. Provost of the college & Academy of Phila a ° Dun- 
lap 1779 dedicated to his Excellency General Washington. 

[The foregoing is not in Hildeburn's Issues of the Press in Pennsylvania.] 

Books, Prints, Maps & Curiosities & by whom given 

1779 feb 7 a small mezzotinto of a head of Gen. Washington done by M r 
Peale, painter of this city, given by him 

March 

A Mystical Book without title, set forth by one Ingham of 

Bucks county & published in Phila* about years ago, it is 

an unintelligible jargon of mystical notions about the revelations 
& a copper plate of the planets &c unintelligible it is printed 
with several sorts of Types & contains 282 pag. 8° besides the 
introduction of 52 pages, given by M r Ch. Cist 
[See Hildeburn. No. 1904.] 

Books, natural & artificial Curiosities & by whom given 

1779 May a view of the house of Employment, Alms House, Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital & part of the city of Phila* 

Nic. Garrison delin. 

P. Kulett Sculp. 

Mr. Cist 

June The minutes of the Committee of inspection and observation 

at Philadelphia from June 18 to July 11, 1774 inclusive 
Mss folio given by his Excell oy the President of y e State. 

7be 1775 

A copper medal of the size of a Dollar, the bust of the king on one 
side and round it Qeorge, king of great britain, on the reverse an 
Indian shooting an arrow at a deer under a tree and the sun 
shining above, no inscription, nor date it has a string to hang it 
about one 

bought 

1781 May 

a Silver medal 2| inches diameter weighs 2J Dollar[s] representing on 
one side the bust of the King of England and arms [or in arms ?] 
& round it Georgius III Dei Gratia on the reverse a lean wolf 
coming out of a wood to attack a Lion that sits and behind which 
is a church &c. This medal with several others were sent from 
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England to be distributed among the Indians during this war 
and were found among the plunder of Post St Vincent by Col. 
Clark of Virginia in 1779 
A Cast in Copper of a Medal made in Virginia last year to be given to 
the Indians having on one side Liberty trampling down a Tyrant 
round it, Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God, On the top Vir- 
ginia. On the reverse a white man and an Indian sitting on a 
bench under a tree with a pipe in the hand, round happy while 
united, in the exerque 1780, a pipe, an eagle's wing, on the top 
of the medal with an opening to suspend it by, the gift of Isaac 
Zane, Esq. 



As this number of the Magazine is going through the press, we have 
received intelligence of, and regret to announce, the death of 

WILLIAM M. DARLINGTON, Esq., 

a Vice-President of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Mr. Dar- 
lington was born in Pittsburg, Pa., May 1, 1815, and died there Sep- 
tember 28, 1889. He was elected a member of the society April 10, 
1854, and since 1875 has served as one of its Vice-Presidents. 



